
Imagine flying home from a great  
family vacation and upon landing, you 
discover that you have lost all feeling 

in your legs. It happened to 14-year-old 
Chelsea. Unable to walk off of the plane, 
she was rushed to a nearby hospital. 
Doctors there had no answers, so  
Chelsea was discharged in a wheelchair  

still unable to walk. 

Chelsea’s family turned to Dr. David P. 
Roye, Jr. pediatric orthopaedic 

surgeon and Dr. Richard C.E. 
Anderson, a pediatric 
neurosurgeon, who quickly  
discovered that the para-
plegia was being caused by 
Chelsea’s scoliosis. After a 
complex 10-hour surgery, 
Chelsea’s relief was  
immediate, and she  
was back at home and  
walking in just four 
days. With physical  

therapy, she was able to 
return to school where she 

was making high honors 
and playing golf one short 

month after surgery.
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